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University Fort Wayne
Community organizations you 

support and in which you are involved: 
Graduate school consumed much of my 
time over the past two years, but I am 
looking forward to getting involved in 
community organizations in the future.

What is your biggest accomplish-
ment within your workplace, school 
or community? My biggest accomplish-
ment benefited both my workplace 
and school, IPFW. As I worked on my 
master’s degree in communication, most 
of my research focused on academic 
advising at IPFW. My goal was to 
improve the undergraduate student’s 
experience of academic advising. 
Two graduate student colleagues and 
Iconducted a quantitative study on 
academic advising and the impact it has 
on a student’s self-efficacy. The data 
was presented to the IPFW Academic 
Advising Council. I co-presented 
with Dr. Irwin Mallin at the National 
Academic Advising Association 
Region 5 Conference on the utility of 
affinity-seeking strategies in academic 
advising. For my final graduate research 
project, I conducted a qualitative study 
on how academic advisors across IPFW 
gather information about how to do their 
job. It has led to recommendations on 
how to improve training and provide 
better support to academic advisors.

What did you learn along the way 
while achieving this? I learned that 
research is messy and at times frustrat-
ingly imperfect but worth it when you 
can see the ways that it can improve 
individual’s lives. I also learned how 
important it is to surround yourself with 
supportive colleagues. I needed fellow 
graduate students and communication 
professors to bounce ideas off of and 
to push me to complete research that I 
didn’t think I was capable of.

To what do you contribute your 
success to date? I’ve had some 
amazing mentors, Dr. Julie Hook and Dr. 
Irwin Mallin, whose passion for serving 
students drive me to constantly question 
what I am doing and if I can do it better. 
My husband’s unwavering support made 
it possible for me to spend a significant 
amount of time on research and writing, 
I truly couldn’t have accomplished 
anything without him. Lastly, my parents 

made many sacrifices to provide me with 
the best education they could afford and 
I strive daily to make use of the many 
opportunities their sacrifices afforded 
me.

What is the largest obstacle you 
have overcome to achieve what 
you have thus far? Work-school-life 
integration was the largest obstacle 
that I had to overcome thus far. If I 
was accomplishing things in graduate 
school, it often meant that I was missing 
family events and spending time with 
my husband. If I was attending family 
events, then it meant I was not spending 
time doing homework and research 
for graduate school. I never found the 
perfect balance but I think that was the 
greatest lesson learned.

Where do you see yourself in five 
to 10 years? My goal in five to 10 years 
is to be overseeing a comprehensive 
transfer center at IPFW. We are at the 
beginning stages of offering new services 

and programming to both pre-transfer 
and admitted transfer students at IPFW, 
which is a student population that was 
previously lacked the support structures 
to help them persist to graduation.

What superhero best represents 
you? The superhero that best represents 
me is Spider-Man. He lives by the words 
“With great power comes great responsi-
bility,” which I try to live by as well. He 
works to always do the right thing, even 
in the face of controversy.

What is a millennial stereotype 
that fits you? The millennial stereotype 
that fits me is I am a pragmatic idealist. 
I firmly believe I have the opportunity 
and obligation to leave the world in 
better shape than the world what I was 
born into. My little sliver of the world 
is northeast Indiana and my access to 
evolving technology gives me the tools 
to make a difference in the lives of the 
people who live here.


